Volume XXVI Number 1

Editors: Kendra and John Wells 301-871-7818
kendrawells@gmail.com
Friend’s VOICE MAIL: 301-670-4661

December 2021

Location:
Mailing Address:

18400 Muncaster Road
P.O. Box 5810
Derwood, MD 20855

________________________________________________________________________________________________

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Maurice Ward

Dear Friends,
The last twenty months have indeed been challenging times for our Friends'
organization. Many of our events have either been cancelled or curtailed due to the
restrictions that Montgomery County and the Park and Planning Commission have imposed
on crowd gatherings as a result of Covid 19. As we were hopeful that trends were heading
in the right direction, along came a new variant that stalled progress. It is my fervent hope that all of you and
your loved ones remained healthy and safe during this time. Though many of our lives and routines are still in
flux, one encouraging sign is that there has been a surge in park attendance state-wide---and the Agricultural
History Farm Park is no exception: On any given week-end (and during the week) individuals and families
can be seen hiking, biking, walking, jogging, picnicking, recreating or just relaxing. As Friends, we are all
stewards of this valuable asset. I want to thank all of you who have continued to maintain your interest and
enthusiasm in our mission. Our opportunity to engage with one another has not been as frequent as in
recent times, but our commitment has not flagged. One bright spot is that we have increased our membership
during this period and to those new members: Welcome aboard!...As we close out our year, I hope to see all
of you at our Holiday party!

Thank You Volunteers!

Although this has been a year when most of our typical events had to be canceled, it is worth noting
two fall farm happenings for which we are grateful. Thanks to Michele and the Olney Cross Country
Club for inviting us to join them at their farm race event on September 26. Friends' volunteers sold
snacks and refreshments to the cross country race participants and families and it was great to see
lots of families at the farm that day. Also, on October 16, Friends' volunteers joined Parks' for a day
called Fall on the Farm. There were various activities sponsored by Parks' and the Friends' were
happy to provide scarecrow making, hay rides, a blacksmith and sawmill demonstration, some late
potato digging, granary tours, and food concessions. Good weather lasted for some of the day
before rain chased a few folks home. It was still a great day at the farm! Thanks to all our
wonderful volunteers.
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Interested in serving on the Board?
We are currently seeking a Friends’ member to fill the vacant secretary position.
Contact Maurice Ward if you are interested or leave a message on the Friends’ Voicemail.

Page 2
The Friends Corner – by Susan Morris
Condolences to the family of Truman L. Kelley, Sr. (94) of Mount Airy, MD who died on October 9,
2021. Born in Frederick County, his parents purchased a farm at Long Corner in 1938, where Truman
remained for the rest of his life, working the land and tending animals. He also worked for the U.S.
Postal Service for many years. He is survived by his wife, Lavinia; four children, Truman, Terri, Linda
and Donald; six grandchildren and two great-grandchildren.
We join Henrietta Budd and family in mourning the death of her husband, James Budd, 90, on July
25, 2021. James was born, raised, educated, and resided in Montgomery County, MD. He was
employed with the Montgomery County Public Schools for 32 years, retiring in 2001. He was a
beloved member of the Ag History Farm Park’s “Old Timers” group and helped at the Montgomery
County Agricultural Fair in the offseason. James will truly be missed by all who knew and loved him.
Robert “Bob” Earl Morris, passed away on Thursday, April 15, 2021 at Shady Grove Hospital. Bob
is survived by wife, Janet; sister, Doris; four children, seven grandchildren and five greatgrandchildren. Bob was a proud member of the Blacksmiths Guild of Central Maryland, and a 33rd
degree Mason. His spirit, love and laughter will be missed but fondly and gratefully remembered.
E. June Branthover, wife of the late John “Jack” Branthover, died on Friday, November 16, 2018,
and is survived by her children, Lee, Richard, Barbara, Kurt, Brian and Neal; sixteen grandchildren
and ten great-grandchildren. June was an energetic volunteer in many community groups including
4-H, Twinbrook Homemakers, St. Mary’s Sodality and Choir, and the Rockville Senior Center.
We celebrate the recovery of Jean Phillips after her extended illness, hospital and critical care facility
stays during the winter and spring 2021. You can’t keep a good woman down…Jean volunteered to
help with a FoF event in October. Go, Jean!
Our Friends newsletter editor, Kendra Wells, was belatedly inducted into the 2020 National 4-H Hall
of Fame class during a ceremony on Thursday, October 14, 2021 at Gallaudet University in
Washington, D.C. Laureates are honored for excellence in citizenship, leadership, character and
career accomplishments. We are proud of Kendra’s mission to help youth “Make the Best Better!”
Congratulations!
Contact Susan Morris (skmorris1@verizon.net) if you have items for future issues of the FAHFP
Friends Corner.

Christmas on the Farm
December 11 and 12, 2021
Noon—5:00 pm
The Friends will host Christmas on the Farm on Saturday and Sunday, December 11 &
12, from noon - 5:00PM. Julie Carroll is serving as this year's chair. The house and
grounds will be decorated, there will be hayrides and crafts! There are lots of ways to be
involved. We need help decorating the house December 9th and we need people to serve
as “hosts” on December 11 & 12, including in the Granary. To volunteer, contact Julie
at julie.carroll@obsidianplanning.com And be sure to tell your family, friends, and
neighbors about "Christmas on the Farm".

Stepping Back in Time – by Howard Williams
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The ox yoke (photo #1) is one of two found in the Newman Restoration Building loft (if you can
identify the ox yoke donor, please email Howard Williams at hawckw@verizon.net). Hugh Webb
and Bobby Allnutt moved the ox yoke to the Granary where Ted Trey helped Howard Williams
mount and display it on the wooden post behind the front desk. The ox yoke in the Granary was
obviously well used. When you look at the yoke ring, you will notice that it is half worn down on the
lower side.
Early American farmers made their own wooden ox bows and then took them to a blacksmith for the
metal parts. The most important metal part is the yoke ring that is attached to the bottom of the yoke
and used to attach the tongue of the wagon or implement. Oxen are still used in the United States
today, especially for timber harvest in areas that are too heavily-wooded or too mountainous for
motorized vehicle access. New England Ox Supply LLC of Farmington, NH is one U.S. company still
manufacturing the ox yoke.
In Maryland, oxen teams were used to pull farm implements, heavy loads like logs and stones to
build barns as well as carts and wagons. The ox yokes enabled the draft animals to pull together as
a team. Photo #2 illustrates how the cart tongue is attached to the yoke ring. The ox bow was
mounted on the backs of both oxen, then the yokes were placed under their necks and slid through
four holes in the oxbow. The yokes were secured in place by metal pins. The oxen are driven by a
long stick with a pointed end called a goad. The cart driver in Photo #2 can be seen wielding such a
goad. In the 1918 Rockville Fair, Jesse T. Higgins and Brothers won Best Ox Yoke for Harness and
Agricultural Implements for a prize of $1.00.

Friends Annual Holiday Party
Thursday, December 16th
After a successful summer picnic, Friends of the Agricultural History Farm Park can look
forward to reconnecting at the 20th Annual Holiday Party on Thursday, December 16th in
the activities building at the Ag History Farm Park. Gathering at 5:30 p.m., dinner at
6:00 p.m. Drinks and paper goods will be provided. Bring your family and a dish to share.
You can also donate an item for the silent and live auction to raise money for the Friends
and plan to bid on a treasure to take home!! We look forward to seeing you there!

Membership Dues and News – by Susan Morris
www.FriendsoftheFarmPark.org
Congratulations to our newest Life Members, as of 7/17/21. Katherine Mack (#69), Maureen JaisMick (#70), Frank Banks (#71), JoAnne Leatherman (#72), and Thomas Terko (#73). Thank you for
your support!
Welcome, New Members! We welcome Ethel and Dick DeHaven, Katherine Mack, Mark Hines,
Joseph F. Long, Angelia Whitener-Ruiz, Maureen Jais-Mick, Gary Dupler, Jeff Rogers, Joseph and
Flo Hannickel, Patricia Mitchell, Christine Hager, Cross Country Club-Olney; Rune Duke, Cynthia
and Bea Yuen; Jenny Krivanek, Susan Plano and family, Emily Danyluk, Rich Gibson, and Leslie
Glover II and family to the Friends of the Agricultural History Farm Park.
Mailing Label Abbreviations: I=Individual, F=Family, O=Organization, B=Business, C=Charter
Member, LIFE=Life Member; HLIFE=Honorary Life Member. If your dues are current, your label
should look like this: Example: I21 or LIFE.
Will this be your last newsletter? Please check your mailing label. If it shows the year 2021 (or
beyond) or LIFE on the label, your dues are current. If not, this will be your last newsletter, unless
you renew. The Membership Application form is included for your convenience. Complete and mail
your membership application and check (payable to Friends of the Agricultural History Farm Park,
Inc.) to: Treasurer, P.O. Box 5810, Derwood, MD 20855. You may also pay your dues using PayPal:
contribute@friendsofthefarmpark.org.
IMPORTANT: please include your Email Address, if available. We will never share your email
addresses with outside groups but we do need to quickly communicate with our Friends, upon
occasion (e.g., bad weather). Also, please note any additions or corrections to your contact
information.
As Charter Member, the late Laura Ann Whirley, once wrote, “Thanks for keeping our P.O. Box fat
and happy with your dues!” We do appreciate our Friends members!
Questions? Contact Susan Morris (skmorris1@verizon.net).

Friends Make Things Happen!
At the Friends picnic in July, Mary Ann
Shirven appeared with a large bag of
colorful, beautifully crocheted squares
that had been donated (we hope to
identify the generous donor).
New life member, Katherine Mack, saw
the squares at the picnic and
volunteered to pull them together into
afghans for donation to a worthy cause
at a later time.
Katherine created 3 works of art (one of
the afghans is shown here). Thank you
to Katherine, Mary Ann, and our donor.

Membership Application
New_______ Renewal _____

 Cash $______

 Check #______ Amount $_______

_____ INDIVIDUAL ($5 Annually, 1 vote)
_____ LIFE INDIVIDUAL MEMBER ($250 One-time payment, 1 vote)
_____ FAMILY* ($8 Annually, 1 vote) (Parents & children, 18 years and younger)
_____ ORGANIZATION ($10 Annually, 1 vote)
_____ BUSINESS ($10 Annually, 1 vote)
_____ LIFE BUSINESS/ORGANIZATION MEMBER ($500 One-time payment, 1 vote)
Name(s) (*include names of children and birthdates for Family Membership) ____________
_________________________________________________________________________
Address: _________________________________________________________________
City: ____________________________________ State: _____ Zip Code: _____________
Home Phone: _________________________ Cell Phone: __________________________
We would appreciate receiving email addresses for Friends communication purposes ONLY (e.g., newsletters,
inclement weather). Email addresses will not be shared with outside individuals/groups.

Email Address: _____________________________________________________________
I/We would be willing to volunteer with the following committee(s):
_____ Blacksmith
_____ Farm Crops
_____ Harvest Scarecrows
_____ Festivals
_____ History
_____ Food Service for Events
_____ Photography
_____ Demonstrations
_____ Fundraising
_____ Restoration
_____ Granary/Display
_____ Gas & Steam Engine Show
_____ Communications/Newsletter
_____ Other: ___________________________________________________________
The Friends of the Agricultural History Farm Park is a 501(C)(3) nonprofit organization for your tax
planning purposes. Complete & mail membership application form & check (payable to Friends of the
Agricultural History Farm Park, Inc.) to: Treasurer, P.O. Box 5810, Derwood, MD 20855.
Questions? Email us at friendsahfp@gmail.com or Call the Friends Voice Mail at (301) 670-4661

Friends of the Agricultural
History Farm Park, Inc.
P.O. Box 5810
Derwood, MD 20855-5810
Please advise of any
incorrect names, spelling or address
and report damaged mailings by
calling the VOICEMAIL line 301-670-4661

Keep Up to Date! Visit the Friend’s Website
http://www.friendsofthefarmpark.org/

Upcoming Events
December 11 & 12 12:00 p.m.—5 p.m.
Christmas on the Farm
Volunteers Needed!
December 16 @ 5:30 p.m.
Friends’ Holiday Party

Newsletter articles are due by February 15 for the March 2022 newsletter.
Send to Kendra and John Wells—kendrawells@gmail.com
14318 Woodcrest Drive, Rockville, MD 20853

