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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Maurice Ward

Dear Friends,
After a two-year hiatus of park restrictions for events brought on by Covid 19, the
Friends will be bringing back the 24th annual Gas and Steam show! The event, set
to take place on Saturday, April 30 and Sunday, May 1 will be held at the
Agricultural History Farm Park. Typically, our Gas and Steam show, part of the
2022 calendar of Maryland shows, has always been at the beginning of the month of April. This
year, however, in a nod to perhaps more favorable weather, your board and officers voted to place
the event at the end of the month. This two-day event has always been a favorite of the Friends, as
the grounds literally come alive with the sounds of hammers on anvils, the chugging and sputtering
of hit-and-miss gas engines, and the whir and whine of the sawmill. One of the reasons this event is
so popular is that there is something for everyone: whether you enjoy the country music, the food,
the vendor displays, the hayrides, antique cars and trucks or the parade of tractors, there is sure to
be something that engages you or the whole family. In recent years our event has featured
appearances by the MNCPP mounted police, skilled glass-blowing artisans and even a tutorial by
the PEPCO Community Service on the equipment and safety measures necessary to restore and
return power after storms or natural disasters.
Events like these cannot be accomplished without the assistance of all members. Help is always appreciated, whether it is manning a registration booth, being a vendor, driving a wagon, preparing
food, donating a door prize, or providing equipment for display and interpretation. Vendors and
equipment providers are encouraged to set up prior to the event on Friday, April 29 as volunteers
will be available to assist...see you at the Farm!

When we needed a new refrigerator, who answered the call?
MIMI STUBBS! Thank you, Mimi, for donating this much-needed
appliance and to those who placed it in the Friends storage area in
the bank barn. We appreciate you!
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The Friends Corner – by Susan Morris
Robert E. Lee Smith, Jr., age 85, of Sandy Spring, MD, died on January 7, 2021 at his home. Bob
and his wife of 48 years, Shirley, founded RELS, Inc., a successful landscape and trucking business.
He served on the Montgomery County Agricultural Fair Board and was a member of the Sandy Spring
Farmer’s Club. Preceded in death by Shirley, Bob is survived by his sister-in-law, Jean Dovell Lavin,
as well as numerous nieces and nephews.
We join Linda Gardner and family in mourning the death of her husband, Gary Thomas Gardner, at
his home in Germantown on July 3, 2021. Gary worked in network and database management and
systems programming for Top Down Systems Corp. and the National Geographic Society. He was a
U.S. Air Force veteran. Gary is survived by his wife of 23 years, Linda, as well as sons, Michael
(Sarah) and Robert; daughters, Dawn (Rene), Jennifer (Dennis) and Barbara; and nine grandchildren.

Our sympathy to Larry Romans, our Friends photographer, and his family upon the death of his wife,
Joellen Romans, on November 8, 2021. Larry and Joellen met in high school and were married for
53 years. We’re so sorry to learn this news, Larry.
Darwin J. Koester, age 72, brother of Friends secretary, Anita Campbell, passed away on December
1, 2021. A resident of Woodbridge, VA, Darwin is survived by his wife, Sheila, and sisters, Lorraine
Koester and Anita (Joel) Campbell. You have our deepest sympathy.
Condolences to the family of Bobby Franklin Whirley, Sr., (85) of Derwood, MD who died on January 30, 2022. Bobby grew up in Laytonsville, MD as one of ten siblings. He served in the U.S. Army
and was active with the Montgomery County Agricultural Center, Lions Club International, FFA, 4-H,
and the Damascus Community Fair. Bobby was predeceased by his wife of 61 years, Laura Ann
Waters Whirley. He is survived by his sister, Jeanne Whirley; sons and daughters-in-law, Chip and
Heather Whirley and Tim and Samantha Whirley; and five beloved grandchildren.

John Becker, age 90, father of Friends members, Frances Becker and Amanda (Becker) Mosko, died
at his home in Laytonsville on February 10, 2022. Many will remember Mr. Becker’s fine musical skills
when he played Christmas carols on the antique pump organ during our Christmas on the Farm
events. We send our condolences to his daughters and extended family.
William Norman Gregg (Bill), age 79, died on February 10, 2022 in Hagerstown, MD. He settled into
a career in carpentry, retiring from the Montgomery County Public Schools, while also pursuing his
passion: farming. Bill is survived by sons, William N. (Billy) and Richard P. (Rick) Gregg; wife, Pat,
and step-daughters, Tina, Tammy and Jennifer and their families; and former wife, Hazel Gregg.
We mourn the deaths of Friends members and Gaithersburg residents, Genevieve (Tayloe) Steele
on July 30, 2019 and Ernest Keith Steele, on November 18, 2020. They are survived by Keith’s three
children, five grandchildren and four great-grandchildren.

A big THANK YOU to Anita Campbell for stepping up to serve as our new secretary! She’s offered to
send cards (e.g., sympathy, congratulations) so let her know your news (lifeissweet91@gmail.com).
We’ve received donations in memory of Laura Ann Whirley and Mike Roth (from Bonnie and George
Lawrence), in memory of James Budd (from Joe Ginther), and in support of the Friends work (Mr.
and Mrs. Scott Jordan). THANK YOU for your generosity!
The next time you see Friends treasurer, Debbie Lee, ask her about the newly published “Harry
Tyson Bussard Family and Dairy Farm History” by Garner W. Duvall, Jr. She supplied many farm and
family photos, as well as family tree information, for the booklet. Congratulations!
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Membership Dues and News – by Susan Morris
Congratulations to our newest Life Members, as of 2/14/22. Carolyn R. Lechlider (#74),
Joe Ginther (#75), Jean C. Purich (#76), and Heather Ganginis Del Pino (#77). Thank you for
your support!
Welcome, New Members! We welcome Roberta Albert; Heather and Elliot Billian; David
Brandenburg; Eileen Cheng; George Dunn; Stephen Erhart; Tim, Maggie, Liam and Keara
Friel; Alec Fritsch, Heather Ganginis Del Pino, Victor, Aurelio and Diego Del Pino;
Rich Gibson; Leslie Glover II and family; Derek, Zoe and Cora Halverson and Liz Bendo;
Jurg and Sarah Hochuli; Susan Hoernlein; Chuck Koeneke, Gary, Laura, Cole and
Taylor Loomis, Kim McClellan, Rick McGlaughlin, Hector, David and Josue Morejon and
Olga Quintanill; Jean C. Purich; and Charles Swain to the Friends of the Agricultural History
Farm Park.
Mailing Label Abbreviations: I=Individual, F=Family, O=Organization, B=Business,
C=Charter Member, LIFE=Life Member; HLIFE=Honorary Life Member; CR/CREM=Crafter/
Exhibitor; NM=Non-Member. If your dues are current, your label should look like this:
Example: I22 or LIFE.
Will this be your last newsletter? Please check your mailing label. If it shows the year
2022 (or beyond) or LIFE on the label, your dues are current. If not, please take the time to
renew. The Membership Application form is included for your convenience. Complete and
mail your membership application and check (payable to Friends of the Agricultural History
Farm Park, Inc.) to: Treasurer, P.O. Box 5810, Derwood, MD 20855. You may also pay your
dues using PayPal: contribute@friendsofthefarmpark.org.
IMPORTANT: please include your Email Address, if available. We will never share your
email addresses with outside groups but we do need to quickly communicate with our
Friends, upon occasion (e.g., bad weather). Also, please note any additions or corrections to
your contact information.
As Charter Member, the late Laura Ann Whirley, once wrote, “Thanks for keeping our P.O.
Box fat and happy with your dues!” We do appreciate our Friends members!
$$$$$
If you have questions about your membership dues status, want a Friends membership card
or need to update your contact information, please contact Susan Morris
(skmorris1@verizon.net or 301-482-0439).
If you have questions about your dues payment or other financial issue (e.g., missing check,
desire to make a memorial contribution or donation, need a receipt, etc), please contact
Treasurer, Debbie Lee (dalee1948@aol.com or 301-646-4961).
Did you Know?
In recent years our members and others have donated more than 88,000 hours of volunteer
service annually. We are very fortunate to have such generous community support!
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Stepping Back in Time – by Howard Williams
.

New Addition to the FAHFP!
Child’s Rocker/Jumper
This may look like a child’s rocking chair but it is more. It is also called a
“jumper”. Springs are attached to the chair and rocker at all four
corners thus allowing a child to rock and jump and bounce at the same
time.
This chair was donated by Life Member Bruce Cohen. Bruce also donated
numerous other antique items. Some will be displayed in the Granary and
some will eventually be displayed in the Farmhouse.

Montgomery County Farmers Contribute to WWII Victory Garden Efforts
At the beginning of WWII, the U.S. government started to impose strict rationing restrictions on
American citizens. The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) was given the task of
encouraging Americans to produce more of their own food, resulting in the Victory Gardens
Program. The USDA promoted the program using posters, some featuring Montgomery County
farmers: the Edwin D. Fry Family of Laytonsville, the Thomas & Gillis Owings Family of Etchison,
the Nathan Stiles Family of Rockville, and the O.C. Martin Family of Olney. The Victory Gardens
campaign was quite successful with many gardens being planted in backyards and vacant lots in
urban areas.

Thomas Owings of
Etchison holding a basket

of vegetables. This photo
hangs in the Granary and
was donated by FAHFP
member Sandy Priebe Day.

A poster featuring the wife (Susan)
and daughters (Margery and Amy)

of Edwin D. Fry of Laytonsville.
Amy Fry married Whitey Leber
and was involved with Maryland
Extension as a 4-H agent, 4-H
volunteer and was the first Director
of the Maryland 4-H Foundation.

Poster featuring Fred Fry,
the son of Susan and

Edwin D. Fry of
Laytonsville.
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The young lady plowing is
Josie Martin Mayne. Josie is the
daughter of Mr. & Mrs. O. Clifton
Martin of Olney. For many years
the Martin Family owned and
operated Martin's Dairy in Olney.
Josie is married to Edward Mayne.

John Stiles, “The Man With the Hoe”
John Stiles is the son of
Mr. and Mrs. Nathan Stiles of Walnut Farm in Rockville.

A recent article from Elks Magazine. The cartoon caricature in the poster bears
a striking resemblance to John "The Man With The Hoe" Stiles right down to the
way the brim of his hat is bent down. The basket full of vegetables is similar to
the one that Thomas Owings is holding in his Victory Garden photo.
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"The Man with the Pitchfork" bears resemblances to
John “The Man with the Hoe" Stiles: same wide brim hat
and same overalls.

The lady is holding a basket full of vegetables similar to the one that
Thomas Owings is holding in his Victory Gardens photo.

Help Us Tell Your Story!!
Do you have a story to tell about a family or 4-H club Victory Garden? Send your stories and
any photos to Howard Williams (hawckw@verizon.net). Check out the online version of the
newsletter at http://www.friendsofthefarmpark.org/ for more historical photos and information.

2022 Membership Application
New_______ Renewal _____

 Cash $______

 Check #______ Amount $_______

_____ INDIVIDUAL ($5 Annually, 1 vote)
_____ LIFE INDIVIDUAL MEMBER ($250 One-time payment, 1 vote)
_____ FAMILY* ($8 Annually, 1 vote) (Parents & children, 18 years and younger)
_____ ORGANIZATION ($10 Annually, 1 vote)
_____ BUSINESS ($10 Annually, 1 vote)
_____ LIFE BUSINESS/ORGANIZATION MEMBER ($500 One-time payment, 1 vote)
Name(s) (*include names of children and birthdates for Family Membership) ____________
_________________________________________________________________________
Address: _________________________________________________________________

City: ____________________________________ State: _____ Zip Code: _____________
Home Phone: _________________________ Cell Phone: __________________________
We would appreciate receiving email addresses for Friends communication purposes ONLY (e.g., newsletters,
inclement weather). Email addresses will not be shared with outside individuals/groups.

Email Address:_____________________________________________________________
I/We would be willing to volunteer with the following committee(s):
_____ Blacksmith
_____ Farm Crops
_____ Harvest Scarecrows
_____ Festivals
_____ History
_____ Food Service for Events
_____ Photography
_____ Demonstrations
_____ Fundraising
_____ Restoration
_____ Granary/Display
_____ Gas & Steam Engine Show
_____ Communications/Newsletter
_____ Other: ___________________________________________________________
The Friends of the Agricultural History Farm Park is a 501(C)(3) nonprofit organization for your tax
planning purposes. Complete & mail membership application form & check (payable to Friends of the
Agricultural History Farm Park, Inc.) to: Treasurer, P.O. Box 5810, Derwood, MD 20855.
Questions? Email us at friendsahfp@gmail.com or Call the Friends Voice Mail at (301) 670-4661
www.FriendsoftheFarmPark.org

Friends of the Agricultural
History Farm Park, Inc.
P.O. Box 5810
Derwood, MD 20855-5810
Please advise of any
incorrect names, spelling or address
and report damaged mailings by
calling the VOICEMAIL line 301-670-4661

Keep Up to Date! Visit the Friend’s Website
http://www.friendsofthefarmpark.org/
(Use password aghpletmein to access member only information)

We are excited to be hosting our Gas and Steam Engine Show again this year after a twoyear hiatus due to the pandemic. It takes many volunteers to plan and stage this event. We
have volunteer opportunities in many areas including advertising, food prep, table/booth setup, general safety checks the days of the event, and clean up following the event. Please
email Chris if you are interested in helping on Saturday, April 30 and/or Sunday, May 1.
Chrissuzich@comcast.net
Newsletter articles are due by May 15 for the June 2022 newsletter.
Send to Kendra and John Wells—kendrawells@gmail.com
14318 Woodcrest Drive, Rockville, MD 20853

